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ciple of the Spirit's effusion on humanity, not only in messianic times (cf. Acts 2:3236; Jn 7:39, 20:22; 1 Cor 15:45), but also prior to his coming in history (cf. 1 Cor
10:4; 1 Pet 1:10-12).
… In conclusion, the action of the Spirit is not outside or parallel to the action of
Christ. There is only one salvific economy of the One and Triune God, realized in the
mystery of the incarnation, death, and resurrection of the Son of God, actualized with
the cooperation of the Holy Spirit, and extended in its salvific value to all humanity
and to the entire universe: “No one, therefore, can enter into communion with God
except through Christ, by the working of the Holy Spirit”.
III. Unicity and Universality of the Salvific Mystery of Jesus Christ
… 14. It must therefore be firmly believed as a truth of Catholic faith that the
universal salvific will of the One and Triune God is offered and accomplished once
for all in the mystery of the incarnation, death, and resurrection of the Son of God.
… Hence, those solutions that propose a salvific action of God beyond the
unique mediation of Christ would be contrary to Christian and Catholic faith. …
IV. Unicity and Unity of the Church
… The Catholic faithful are required to profess that there is an historical continuity — rooted in the apostolic succession — between the Church founded by Christ
and the Catholic Church: “This is the single Church of Christ... which our Saviour,
after his resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral care (cf. Jn 21:17), commissioning
him and the other Apostles to extend and rule her (cf. Mt 28:18ff.), erected for all
ages as ‘the pillar and mainstay of the truth' (1 Tim 3:15). This Church, constituted
and organized as a society in the present world, subsists in [subsistit in] the Catholic
Church, governed by the Successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with
him”. With the expression subsistit in, the Second Vatican Council sought to harmonize two doctrinal statements: on the one hand, that the Church of Christ, despite the
divisions which exist among Christians, continues to exist fully only in the Catholic
Church, and on the other hand, that “outside of her structure, many elements can be
found of sanctification and truth”, that is, in those Churches and ecclesial communities which are not yet in full communion with the Catholic Church. But with respect
to these, it needs to be stated that “they derive their efficacy from the very fullness of
grace and truth entrusted to the Catholic Church”.
17. Therefore, there exists a single Church of Christ, which subsists in the Catholic
Church, governed by the Successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with
him. The Churches which, while not existing in perfect communion with the Catholic
Church, remain united to her by means of the closest bonds, that is, by apostolic succession and a valid Eucharist, are true particular Churches. Therefore, the Church of
Christ is present and operative also in these Churches, even though they lack full
communion with the Catholic Church, since they do not accept the Catholic doctrine
of the Primacy, which, according to the will of God, the Bishop of Rome objectively
has and exercises over the entire Church.
On the other hand, the ecclesial communities which have not preserved the valid
Episcopate and the genuine and integral substance of the Eucharistic mystery, are not
Churches in the proper sense; however, those who are baptized in these communities
are, by Baptism, incorporated in Christ and thus are in a certain communion, albeit
imperfect, with the Church. Baptism in fact tends per se toward the full development
of life in Christ, through the integral profession of faith, the Eucharist, and full communion in the Church.
“The Christian faithful are therefore not permitted to imagine that the Church of
Christ is nothing more than a collection — divided, yet in some
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